Pathognomonic imaging signs in abdominal radiology.
The imaging evaluation of the abdomen is of crucial importance for every radiologist. In addition to ultrasound, conventional radiographs and contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) are the most common imaging procedures in the abdominal region. Numerous pathognomonic signs should be known in this context by every radiologist. Radiographs of the abdomen are an often used first step in radiologic imaging, while CT examinations are carried out for further differentiation, in oncological settings and in time-critical emergency situations. A fast and clear assignment of these signs to a specific disease is the basis for a correct diagnosis. This pictorial review describes the most common pathognomonic signs in abdominal imaging. The knowledge of these pictograms is therefore essential for radiologists interested in abdominal medicine and should also be addressed in training and further education.